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As I write, some hunts are on and many others are in the
planning stages! Good luck to all, be safe, watch for
snakes and if you're hunting doves, pick up your litter, aka
spent shells.
Here's some other news:
-Read about scheming cattalo from a Wall Street Journal
reporter, talking about our "Grand Canyon bison". The
author actually talked to me, as well as some other
sportsmen and a representative from AZ Game & Fish.
Try to find our take on the matter in this article.
-Ironically, the National Park Service has accepted the
conclusion that the Grand Canyon bison are native wildlife!
The Wall Street Journal reporter must not have read this
study. (Sorry the link below was incorrect in our last send).
https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/DownloadFile/551229
-Also in that neck of the woods, the proposed Grand
Canyon National Monument, formerly referred to as the
Grand Canyon Watershed National Monument has not yet
been designated as such by the President, stay tuned.
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-Environmentalists really want that 1.7 million acres
designated as a such because it's one of the missing links
in their plan. I've said this before, but it's worth repeating,
take a look at www.rewilding.org
-If you missed this, the enviro-litigants have sued to cease
motorized game retrieval on the Kaibab. They do not like
the concept of multi-use.
-On the wolf front, a recent study on wolf genetics has
many people wondering what's next for this "endangered
species"? Read this scientific paper and draw your own
conclusions.
-Forest plans and Travel management plans across the
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state are in various stages of completion, and we continue
to assess these as closely as possible.
-The Tonto National Forest Plan is set to come out in
stages over the next year. In addition, their Travel
Management Plan is closer to completion, but we haven't
seen it yet. Three historic roads may be impacted by a
wilderness recommendation there, so we're keeping an
eye on it. We have a committee involved to watch and
monitor the "progress", and provide input as appropriate..
-On a much brighter note, the Arizona Big Game Super
Raffle recently completed the 2016 raffle of 10
Commissioner's Special Tags, handing a check to the AZ
Game & Fish Department for $633,750.00! A record
amount of money for wildlife and habitat! Read more at
www.arizonabiggamesuperraffle.com .
-Our 3rd Qtr Grant Requests are being reviewed this
month. We have another full slate of project proposals that
have been submitted for consideration for funding from the
Conservation License Plate Fund. If you missed this cycle,
the next application deadline is November 1st. For more
information about the grant program, CLICK HERE.
The election season is in full swing, hang in there and
choose wisely, as our passions and pastimes are on the
line.
Finally, don't forget to take someone new afield this year,
for recruitment is as critical as the election!
Yours in Conservation,
Jim Unmacht President

T RCP m a p p ing p r o je c t s ho w d e s t ina t io ns
hunt e r s , a ng le r s s a y w o r t h c o ns e r ving
When it comes to telling others about their "secret"
spots, hunters and anglers are famous for holding their
cards close to their game or fishing vests.
Yet, more than 1,200 Arizona sportsmen have willingly
tipped their hands, circling their favorite destinations on
a map, as part of a national initiative to conserve fish
and wildlife habitat while protecting and improving
public access for hunting and angling.
The statewide effort recently was completed by the Arizona Game and Fish Department
(AZGFD) and the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (TRCP), in cooperation with
Arizona sportsmen's groups. Maps from the Sportsmen's Values Mapping Project are available to

the public, as well as state and federal agencies.
"Some of the most valued public hunting and fishing areas in Arizona are at risk because of
deteriorating habitat conditions, limited access and increased development pressures," said John
Hamill, TRCP's field representative in Arizona. "With the help of sportsmen, we've been able to
pinpoint lands that are cherished for their hunting and fishing values, so that land managers can
prioritize habitat conservation and the enhancement of public access in these areas."
Maps are available on AZGFD's website at www.azgfd.com/recreation/valuemapping (click on
"Open the Map"). The site features maps for 15 species, or species groups, in the following
order: elk, mule deer, white-tailed deer, javelina, turkey, cold-water fish, quail, dove, warm-water
fish, predators, pronghorn, squirrel, waterfowl, other small game, and bighorn sheep.
The species tabs at the top of the webpage are ranked by the number of survey responses - for
example, areas valued for elk hunting opportunities received the most responses, making it the
first tab. The map for each species is color-coded: The most highly valued areas are red and
orange; moderately high-valued areas are yellow, and less highly valued areas are green. The maps
allow the user to view, pan, and zoom in or out to explore the most highly valued hunting and
angling locations in Arizona.
While the maps will be useful to sportsmen, they largely were developed to guide conservation
efforts. The maps have been assembled in a geographic information system (GIS), where they can
be overlaid with maps of critical habitat, land ownership and other data. The resulting maps will
provide important and previously unavailable data to state and federal agencies for the following
purposes: * Balance other land uses with the needs of fish, wildlife, hunters and anglers.
Identify areas where public access needs to be maintained or improved.
Identify areas needing stronger conservation efforts, or expansion of hunting and angling
opportunities.
Identify key high-use areas warranting special conservation strategies, because of their
value to sportsmen.
Justify actions and funding requests aimed at conserving highly valued wildlife habitat, and
hunting and fishing areas.
A random sampling of 7,500 Arizona residents who had purchased state hunting and fishing
licenses were mailed a postcard last fall, inviting them to participate in the survey. Those who
received a postcard were directed to a specially designed website where they could highlight on a
map their most valued hunting and fishing destinations.
The survey included questions about why sportsmen identified a particular area as being
important. The highest valued areas usually were those that offered the greatest chance of
harvesting game. Other primary factors included whether a particular area was close to home, or
was someone's "traditional" spot, or that it provided the opportunity to harvest a trophy fish or
game species. The results demonstrate the importance of maintaining quality fish and wildlife
habitat and providing readily available public access for hunting and angling.
The Sportsmenâ€™s Values Mapping Project is a national initiative that was launched in 2007
by TRCP. The project has been endorsed by the Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation, an
alliance of more than two dozen Arizona sportsmen's groups. For more information about TRCP,
visit http://www.trcp.org/.

G ive yo ur k id s a t r e a t !
The very successful and popular AZGFD administered Scholastic Clay Target Program for
school age athletes from 10 through college is gearing up to start another season. About 25 SCTP

teams exist around the state providing shotgun training for 1000 Arizona students. Most teams fill
their registration quotas quickly. Great way for your kids , neices, nephews, etc to learn how to
shoot a shotgun safely and responsibly for recreation, competition, and hunting. Over 20 of these
athletes got serious about it this last season and qualified to shoot in the Junior Olympic
Championship at Olympic Village. They will never forget the experience of shooting on the
Olympic Range.
Here is a link to an AZGFD map showing the locations and contact info of SCTP teams in
A
r
i
z
o
n
a
. https://www.azgfd.com/PortalImages/files/shooting/201516%20Arizona%20SCTP%20Map(1).pdf
Anyone reading this is welcome to send an email to me for more information,
Tom@ArizonaOutdoorSports.com or check our our web site at ArizonaOutdoorSports.com

S up p o r t o ur Me m b e r O r g a niza t io ns Ac t ivit ie s

Ad ve r t is e W it h Us
Did you know: AZSFWC reaches over 20,000 recipients with its E-newsletter?
Did you know: AZSFWC has a way for your organization or business to reach out to our
email contact list?
We now offer advertising on our E-newsletter. Please contact us at info@azsfwc.org for
ad space pricing and availability.

Vis it us o n Fa c e b o o k

Don't forget to visit us on Facebook and "Like" our page HERE.

Co ns e r va t io n Lic e ns e Pla t e s - G e t yo ur s t o d a y!
Look at our beautiful
license plate. By
purchasing this plate you
will be making a contribution
to Arizona's wildlife and
wildlife habitat. Seventeen
dollars ($17) of each twentyfive ($25) special license
fee will go to AZSFWC's
conservation fund. AZSFWC
will review and approve all
grants from the special
license plate program
revenues. These grants will
fund important outdoor recreational and educational opportunities and on-the-ground wildlife habitat
restoration and enhancement projects.
These plates can be purchased online and can also be personalized. To order an AZSFWC
Conservation License Plate go to:
http://www.servicearizona.com
Click on "Personalized/Specialty Plates" then if you wish to personalize it, check its availability. Once
you have verified the availability of your personalization, or if you only want to order the AZSFWC
Conservation Special Plate, click on "Order My Plate". Order your plate as a sequential shelf plate for
$25.00 per year or as a personalized plate for $50.00 per year.
Here is another helpful link when ordering your special license plate. You can have many of your
questions answered here:
https://servicearizona.com/webapp/vehicle/plates/showInfoPage.do
The AZSFWC Conservation Plate gives all Arizonan's an opportunity to contribute to programs that
benefit our wild creatures.
Step up and support "Wild Arizona".
Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation is a 501-c-3 not-for-profit organization whose mission is to
educate and inform sportsmen, wildlife conservation organizations throughout the state and the public at
large on important issues related to wildlife and wildlife habitat and to provide, via grants or other
sources, funding to conserve Arizona's wildlife populations through habitat enhancement initiatives.
The AZSFWC is responsible for managing the conservation license plate program (Wildlife
Conservation Habitat Fund). The fund is derived from the sale of wildlife conservation license plates and
member organizations as well as non-member organizations are eligible to apply for those funds.
Please help us get our message out and forward this email to all your wildlife conservation friends and
encourage them to join our mailing list. Forward through your own email program, or follow the link at
the bottom of this email.

